02 gs 
\ 


c 


Kentucky Library Association Bulletin ~ 





Vol. 19 


AUGUST, 1955 


Number 2 





BOOKMOBILES IN KENTUCKY 


7 


The amazing efforts of countless 
citizens and librarians in Kentucky 
for the Bookmobile Project are be- 
‘ginning to bear fruit in many coun- 
fties, where the stories of newly 
f aroused readers, both young and old, 
fare flying through the air. More 
and more we are hearing a welcome 
‘refrain: “The bookmobile is the best 
thing that has happened to us in the 
past twenty years!” For the first 
time in the history of this state, 
'thousands of children and adults in 
iTural areas are reading good, new, 
Lattractive books. The children espe- 
cially are devouring the books, learn- 
Ping to read better and developing a 
Phabit of reading which will be in- 
| valuable in the years to come. Five 
fyears from now we should have a 
| good crop of readers who will be far 
Pmore library minded than many 
/were yesterday. 


| Though the Bookmobile Project in 
“its narrower sense has been a real 
Nsuccess, the extension of library 
mervice throughout Kentucky still 
has a “fur piece” to go. The Library 
tension Division realizes that a 
Mong hard pull is ahead. The goal 
Mor the future is an adequate budget 
for the Division, a regular flow of 
ew books to bookmobiles and re- 
fional libraries, a system of central- 
cataloging and processing of 
books for bookmobiles and libraries, 
Tegional confederation of county or 
hulti-county libraries for the pur- 
ose of providing more adequate 
ervice, some form of planned co- 
Mperation between local Boards of 
ducation and the Library Extension 
Division to assure a wide variety of 
upplementary reading for all school 
children through bookmobiles and 
fegular appropriations of tax funds 
br the support of library and book- 
mobile service by county and city 
lovernment officials. 


red 


' Some counties have leaped ahead 
D provide well organized headquar- 
rs libraries from which the book- 
hobiles are giving a vast amount of 
Prvice. When the public librarian, 
me school librarian, the bookmobile 
ibrarian and library board members 
alize that a maximum amount of 

ice to citizens is possible only 


when all cooperate, progress has 
been prodigious. When personal feel- 
ings stand in the way of such prog- 
ress, a stalemate sometimes ensues. 
What a shame—to take the narrow, 
personal view rather than to follow 
broader objectives. 


Conscientious objectors to book- 
mobiles are becoming less and less 
vocal. More and more people are 
seeing for themselves that when 
soundly backed, they offer a unique 
way to use to the utmost a collection 
of books for children and adults. It 
is much harder to persuade some 
counties that their bookmobile should 
operate out of a county or multi- 
county library. It shouldn’t be too 
difficult, however, for the Library 
Extension Division to persuade 
former borrowers to switch from the 
use of traditional “traveling library” 
collections to the more fluid book- 
mobile service. As soon as possible 
the Division hopes to give most of 
its service through bookmobiles in 
conjunction with headquarters li- 
braries rather than through the 
small, static traveling libraries. 


The need for many kinds of re- 
gional development is obvious. Ref- 
erence and professional tools may be 
distributed and used _ regionally, 
bookmobile books may be exchanged 
between counties or regions, and 
books of a specialized nature may be 
purchased for a region. In Kentucky, 
where budgets for regional libraries 
and regional processing are non- 
existent at present, centralization of 
many library processes at Frankfort 
seems a most practical way out. At 
present, books for the bookmobiles 
are cataloged and processed in 
Frankfort. If other Kentucky li- 
brarians want their work of this na- 
ture done in Frankfort, some plan 
could possibly be devised for doing 
just that. Surely reference services 
should be provided at Frankfort. 
Miss Dorothy Babb of the Extension 
Division is already carrying on a 
flourishing business throughout the 
state. Special requests, too, are 
rapidly developing into Big Business, 
as they pour in from many counties. 
Many are filled at the Louisville Free 
Library, which is generously inclined 


towards using its book collection to 
help everyone. To handle these jobs 
Miss Babb needs extra help. May the 
next administration be favorable to 
such an increase in the Extension 
Division staff. 

The support now being provided 
for bookmobiles and for county li- 
braries from tax sources may seem 
small to outsiders but to those of us 
who are used to less than peanuts 
the response has been most generous 
in many cases. The goal, of course, 
is to have every county or multi- 
county library and bookmobile sup- 
ported by at least the legal, minimum 
tax rate (5¢ for each $100 valuation 
of taxable property for county li- 
braries, 3¢ for each $100 valuation 
for regional libraries). 

Each county needs hard working, 
dedicated citizens to push for suc- 
cess in the drive for a well integrat- 
ed library program. We know where 
they are in some places. If you know 
someone who--would like to help, 
send his name to the Library Exten- 
sion Division. This whole program 
can be “made” in many ways by the 
citizens who are behind it. To those 
who have helped so much in the 
past and to Kentucky librarians and 
future benefactors, we offer our 
deepest gratitude. Working together, 
we cannot but succeed. 

Margaret F. Willis, 
Coordinator, 
Library Extension Division 





Supervising Bookmobiles 
In 30 Kentucky Counties 


To start ninety-five new book- 
mobiles in a state is a tremendous 
undertaking! I felt very humble in 
going into my section of the state to 
help the county library boards di- 
rect this project. There were many 
problems and questions which had 
to be solved, as no two counties 
were the same. 

In the first place, in my district, 
the county chairmen were from 
many different walks of life; occu- 
pations were listed as lawyers, doc- 
tors, county agents, county school 
superintendents, vocational agricul- 
ture teachers, housewives, bankers, 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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As you consider that we have the best comparable buy in our 
PARAGON BINDINGS, along with our SUDDEN SERVICE, 
at the lowest prices in EASY BOOKS, why not ask for lists 
today? 


1955 SPRING list (Complete prebound list) 1300 titles 


1955 NEWEST & BEST READERS list (1st three grades) 
all listed with copyrights 395 titles 


1955 Lists CHILDHOOD OF FAMOUS AMERICANS 
SERIES School edition 65 titles 


Every book only in its latest edition. 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


PARAGON BINDINGS 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 




















Supervising Bookmobiles 
(Continued from Page 1) ; 
farmers, ministers, and trained li- 


brarians. But their one main objec- 
tive was to get good reading mate- 
rial to the children in their counties. 
These chairmen were most generous 
with their time, received me cordial- 
ly and welcomed suggestions that 
had been used successfully in other 
counties. They named their board 
members and told me where they 
lived (Board members were to repre- 
sent each part of the county). They 
gave me information as to the type of 
insurance carried on their bookmo- 
bile, for instance. They stated ap- 
proximately the amount of their 
promised income from fiscal courts, 
boards of education or local organi- 
zations, and how it was to be spent. 
The chairmen also told me where the 
headquarters library would be locat- 
ed, named the driver-librarian and 
told me the number of days per week 
she would work, along with count- 
less other informative details. 

Tentative schedules were made to 
include community stops, as well as 
all schools in the county, both pub- 
lice and private. This was a project 
to give free public library service to 
all citizens. Some counties have as 
few as six consolidated schools to 
serve all the children while others 
have as many as 74 schools, with 
cne and two rooms each. 

The number of routes and days 
on the road over the county has de- 
pended on road conditions, the num- 
ber of stops, and the length of time 
required to serve the public. Each 
trip was to be repeated regularly, so 
that the county would be served 
every two weeks, every three weeks 
or once a month. 

Some counties had a city library, 
others had a small county public 
library which had been started by 
an establishment grant from _ the 
state, by the Woman’s Club, or by 
the county board of education as a 
service to their schools. These col- 
lections were used as the headquar- 
ters library from which the book- 
mobile could operate. This library 
was to be open to the public an ad- 
ditional number of hours a week 
depending on the population to be 
served. In several counties there 
were no libraries for rural people; 
we suggested a local book drive or 
a book tea. In some places, the re- 
sponse was both surprising and 
gratifying to the library boards. A 
few of the counties took their allo- 


cation money and spent the entire 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Supervising Bx 
(Continued fror 


amount on new titles for their new 
headquarters libraries; eventually 
these books will go out on their mo- 
bile units. 


All bookmobiles were to have 
their initial run as an inspection 
trip over the county so that the citi- 
zens could see the units as they were 
received in the county. No books 
were to be loaned on this first trip. 
It was surprising how many titles 
were asked for on the next visit of 
the unit as a result of this inspec- 
tion tour. 
ties have tried to have stations, so 
that every citizen is within walking 
distance of a bookmobile stop. 

It was suggested that each county 
would have to limit the number of 
books loaned to each teacher, since 
the bookmobiles were originally 
supplied with less than a thousand 
books. Some counties had to say 
only five juvenile books to a teacher, 
others said ten or fifteen, depending 
on the number of books they could 
borrow from the headquarters li- 
brary. Adults could borrow from 
two to five books. As more books 
have been received from the state, 


A majority of the coun-. 


Page 3 





loan limitations have been re- 
luced. 

Keeping records has been a trying 
job for all driver-librarians, because 
they have had to get help from 
teachers, student-librarians or store- 
keepers, but according to their rec- 
ords in thirty counties, the books 
were read by 95,862 people during 
the first month of operation as com- 
pared to 153,500 -in the second 
month! 


Favorable comment has been made 
by teachers, superintendents, and 
adults readers of the wide selection 
of books on the bookmobiles. As 
one driver-librarian said, the book- 
mobile was “a ray of light” in her 
county, since citizens had never had 
the privilege of borrowing books 
from any source. While checking out 
some books one day at a consoli- 
dated school, a child remarked, 
“The bookmobile is like Santa Claus 
coming again.” Those words spoke 
volumes to me when I was shown 
the two shelves of worn, out of date, 
backless books which were called 
the library for the school of 123 
Kentucky children. Many adults are 
reading books brought home by 
their children and are asking for 
adult titles. It has been reported in 


several counties that some children 
have read every book that their 
teacher has been able to borrow. 
We have records that some students 
have read 115 books from the book- 
mobile and several have read 110 
books this year. There is a great 
demand, not in a few counties, but 
in every county for new, additional 
titles. 


Transporting the books to the 
children and their parents is a ser- 
vice to a great many more than we 
will ever realize. As these book- 
mobiles go from place to place, read- 
ers have increased the need for the 
use of public and school libraries. 
Both public and school librarians 
say their circulation figures have 
more than doubled this year and 
they think it is due to the fact that 
books have been made available to 
more people. 


In one county the superintendent 
said his teachers agreed that the 
“coming of the bookmobile and its 
influence on the lives of the chil- 
dren” was the outstanding event of 
the 1954-55 school year. 


Hallie Day Blackburn 
State Supervisor 
Dry Ridge, Ky. 
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A fleet of seven up-to-date vehicles equipped for safe all weather 
transportation 


A modern maintenance department to keep all vehicles in top shape 
Representatives who are courteous, factory trained and dependable 


Routes operating regularly in fifteen states assures twenty-eight day 
service on all bindery orders 


28 day service guaranteed on all binding orders 

An efficient plant making use of the latest technological advances 
Over 100 skilled craftsmen competent in all phases of library binding 
If you want to improve your service — write or call us today 
PHONE NORTH MANCHESTER 615 


NORTH 


MANCHESTER, 





INDIANA 
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REASONS 
HECKMAN 
GIVES YOU 
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Adequate Library Facilities 
Increase Reading Abilities 


The old principle that “one learns 
by doing” is truly applicable in the 
teaching of reading: a child learns 
to read by reading. It is also true 
that we learn to do well that which 
we enjoy doing. Yet, how can chil- 
dren learn to read without good 
reading materials being provided? 
How much better will they learn to 
read if they are happy as they are 
trying to learn. 


With these two principles in mind, 
the Marion County Board of Educa- 
tion has attempted to establish bet- 
ter library facilities for its schools. 
They have set up a library fund of 
a minimum of $.85 for elementary 
schools and $1.25 for high schools, 
for every pupil enrolled. The Glass- 
cock Elementary School, the largest 
in the county, is just six years old, 
lovely, modern and conveniently ar- 
ranged in every way, with an en- 
rollment of over 500 pupils in grades 
1-8. There are 16 schools in this very 
rural county. Some are one-room, 


two-room, three-room; there are 
two high schools. Two years ago, 
September 1953, the library at 


Glasscock was set up with a full- 
time librarian appointed. All the 
supplementary books in the various 


rooms were collected and placed in 
the centralized library, totalling 319. 
The Board of Education has appro- 
priated $500 to purchase new books 
and library supplies for cataloging 
and organizing the library as it 
should be. The librarian set a goal 
of 1,000 books by the end of the 
school year. That dream was more 
than reached as we had 1191 books, 
at the end of the year. The P.T.A. 
contributed generously in helping 
the library. The goal for this year 
was 1500, but there are now 1805 
books! A beautiful new addition, 
planned and arranged especialy for 
the lower grade children, has been 
built, as well as a convenient and 
attracitve workroom with extra 
storage space together with cabinets 
and drawers equipped for film strips 
and records. 

Adding to the facilities already 
available, the Board of Education 
assumed the responsibility for the 
new county bookmobile in Septem- 
ber 1954. It was placed under the 
supervision of the Glasscock library 
and librarian, with a teacher as li- 
brarian-driver. A regular schedule 
was set up for it’ to visit every 
school in the county every three 
weeks, leaving a supply of juvenile 
and adult books for the community 
of each school. This service doubled 


the reading volumes available at 
Glasscock, and more than ten times 
multiplied the number available for 
the one, two or three room schools. 
Echoes were heard all over the 
county constantly about the coming 
of the bookmobile and its help in 
increasing both the love for reading 
and reading ability of the pupils. 
The days scheduled for library pe- 
riods or bookmobile visits were in- 
deed happy ones for the children, 
if circulation is indicative: 


Glass- Book- Total 
cock mobile 
1954 12,672 
1955 16,434 3,351 19,785 


In the county, 26,971 books were 
circulated during 1955 (through 
April). 

In our library “My Reading De- 
sign” charts have been used to show 
the pattern of reading interest as an 
aid for both pupil and teacher and 
librarian. It also acts as a guide for 
supplementary recreational reading, 


since the record shows what sub-, 


jects have been covered already. 
In order to know how to serve the 
children, the librarian also taught 
reading to grades 5 - 8. Asa result 
she was able to help the weak pu- 
pils, learn their interests and fa- 
vorite boks, and help develop them 
into well-rounded readers, all the 


(Continued from Page 5) 
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Dear Friend: 


I wish to tell you about a mem- 
orial to Paul Hughes which was pro- 
jected at a recent meeting of the 
Executive Committee of Friends of 
Kentucky Libraries. 


As this is a memorial letter, let us 
review some of the high points in 
the life of this man who was so 
much one of us in his interest and 
activities, but who in character, 
ability and accomplishments occu- 
pied a place of preeminence. tie was 
kind, cultured, friendly, unselfish 
and public spirited. 

He was born in Columbia, Adair 
County, Kentucky; educated in the 
Columbia High School, Center Col- 
lege, and the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism, he spent 35 
years in the newspaper business, 
more than half of which was with 
the Courier-Journal and Louisville 
Times. It was during this time that 
he was Louisville’s first winner of a 
Nieman Fellowship to Harvard Uni- 
versity. 


Even though he was a busy man 
in his profession, he took time to 
work for some worthy cause cr en- 
terprise. It is well known to you 
that while President of Friends of 
Kentucky Libraries last year he 
worked very hard on the Bookmo- 
bile Project and that he devoted 
much time to the securing passage 
of the Kentucky Library Service 
Bill. This was his last big task. I 
think it is true that he worked 
much harder than he was able be- 
cause of the heart condition which 
took him away. 


Now what the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Friends wishes to do by 
your help is to set up a Memorial 
Fund to furnish books to the Adair 
County Bookmobile. It seems fitting 
that we should have a part in this 
service to the people of his home 
county. 


The Memorial gift which you may 
wish to make should be in the form 
of a check for a book or books. It 
should be to “The Friends of Ken- 
tucky Libraries’ and should be 
marked “For the Paul Hughes Mem- 
orial Fund.” Checks should be mail- 
ed to Mrs. Russell Houston, Jr., 2156 
Sherwood Ave., Louisville 5, Ky. 

Thanking you for your considera- 
tion and anticipated participation in 
this matter, I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
Victor P. Henry, Pres. 


Adequate Library Facilities 
(Continued from Page 4) 

while trying to bring up their read- 
ing level which was low. A series 
of the standardized California Read- 
ing Tests was thus given these 
classes in November 1953, May 1954, 
and March 1955. Space will not per- 
mit a record of the results of all the 
classes in detail. A record of the 
6th grade of last year will be a fair 
picture of just how the reading level 
of the boys and girls has pro- 
gressed. The scale at the end shows 
how 184 pupils who were tested 2 or 
3 times improved or retarded (65 
fifth graders were tested only this 


part of .O— .o— 1.0— 
a grade 4 9 1.4 
No. 

Improved 22 49 39 
No. 

Retarded 11 7 1 


1.5— 


vear, and 24 who were tested only 
once, both of which are omitted in 
the total of 184 children). 


As these reading scores are exam- 
ined, we see the very wonderful fact 
that adequate library facilities, used 
in cooperation with the services of 
the bookmobile, can truly lift the 
reading of Kentucky’s school chil- 
dren. What a treasure house can 
unfold before our boys and girl if 
we only give them the opportunity! 


Mrs. John W. Lewis, Librarian 
A. C. Glasscock 

Elementary School 

Marion County, Kentucky 


2.0— 2.5— 3.0— 
1.9 2.4 2.9 3.4 
Total 
16 3 2 165 
19 
184 
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Just write for our catalogue of prebinds and publishers editions 


IMPERIAL BOOK CO. 


519 W. Sedgwick St. 


Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
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KLA Board Meeting 
April 16, 1955 


Agenda: 
Mr. Schneider — Trustees Group 
In the absence of Mr. Alan 


Schneider, a message was delivered 
for him by Mr. Ralph Shoemaker as 
follows: Mr. Schneider, a trustee of 
Louisville Free Public Library, 
wishes to start a Kentucky Library 
Trustees organization, to be separ- 
ate from KLA. He desires that this 
organization work with KLA, meet 
with KLA at the yearly fall meet- 
ing, and be included on the pro- 
gram. (Mr. Shoemaker suggested a 
Thursday luncheon meeting on the 
KLA program.) 


Mr. Schneider requests that such 
a trustees organization be approved 
by the KLA Board. Therefore Mr. 
Shoemaker made a motion that the 
Board of KLA approve Mr. Schneid- 
er’s request. Dr. L. S. Thompson 
asked that the motion be amended 
to request the group’s consideration 
of affiliation with the ALA Trus- 
tee’s Group. The motion was sec- 
onded and received a unanimous 
vote. 


The minutes of the meeting held 
December 4, 1954, Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, which had been sent out in 
mimeographed copies to all present 
were found acceptable by proper 
motion and a unanimous vote. 

The Treasurer’s report and budget 
was presented by Mrs. Marian 
Veath, Treasurer, who gave to each 
one present a mimeographed copy 
of a report (as attached herewith). 
To this was added her statement of 
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the amount of balance on hand as 
of April 1, 1955, $1904.86 which in- 
cludes $220.00 for the Bookmobile 
Scholarship Fund. Mrs. Veath stated 
that additional copies of the report 
were available. Dr. Thompson sug- 
gested that copies be made available 
to any members who desire one 
through an announcement in the 
KLA Bulletin. The Chairman of the 
Bulletin was so instructed by the 
President. 


Dr. Thompson also suggested that 
after anticipated future expenses 
are duly provided for, an amount of 
the remaining surplus be added to 
the scholarship funds. As the result 
of this suggestion and the discussion 
following, a motion was made by 
Mr. Ralph Shoemaker that the 
Bookmobile project be given $100.00 
for scholarships in the Bookmobile 
Workshop to be held this summer at 
the University of Kentucky, that 
$200.00 be transferred from the Gen- 
eral Fund. Dr. Thompson suggested 
that the $100.00 scholarship be 
named the Margaret I. King Schol- 
arship. Dr. Thompson requested an 
amendment to the effect that if the 
surplus is $1500.00 or more after the 
Cincinnati meeting we consider fur- 
ther allocation to scholarship funds 
(either the Life Membership Fund 
or the Bookmobile Fund). Mail vote 
of membership may be necessary. 
The motion and amendment were 
accepted by a proper second and a 
unanimous vote. 


Dr. Thompson suggested that the 
Treasurer inquire of the Internal 
Revenue Department whether or 
not a financial report should be 
made for the KLA as a non-profit 


organization and request the neces- 
sary forms. The Treasurer was so 
instructed by the President. 

A motion was made by Dr. 
Thompson that the Treasurer give 
the chairman of the Legislative 
Committee, Miss Irene QGullette 
$25.00 to cover mailing costs for 
committee work, and an additional 
$25.00 if needed. The motion was 
properly seconded and carried by 
unanimous vote. 


Mrs. Marian Veath, Treasurer, 
moved that the Treasurer’s report 
and budget be accepted. The motion 
was seconded and received a unani- 
mously favorable vote. 


Mrs. Josephine Johnson, Chair- 
man of the Recruitment and Book- 
mobile Project, requested that Miss 
Mary June Alton of the Louisville 
Free Public Library, replace Miss 
Jane Mattingly who has resigned. 
The acting secretary was requested 
by the President to read a form let- 
ter composed by Mrs. Johnson for 


mailing to organizations, likely to be 


interested, for the purpose of secur- 
ing contributions to the Recruit- 
ment and Bookmobile Project. Mrs. 
Johnson asked for volunteer help 
with the mailing of these letters. 
Miss Mary C. Watson and Herbert 
Bushelman, Ashland Public Library, 
volunteered to help with this pro- 
ject. It was moved, seconded and 
voted favorably upon to allow up to 
$3.00 to this committee to cover 
postage. As a further means of se- 
curing contributions to the project 
Mrs. Johnson suggested that $1.00 
contributions be requested from 
members registering for KLA at the 


(Continued on Page 12) 











WEISE-WINCKLER BINDERY, Inc. 


27-28 West Court Street 
Specialists in Periodical and Library Bindings 


EXCELLENT WORKMANSHIP 


and 
PROMPT SERVICE 


Combine to create an Unexcelled Service 


—INFORMATION AND PRICES ON REQUEST— 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
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EDITORIAL--- Your role as a K LA ibitie 
in Kentucky library service 


The goal which Mr. Shacter envisioned for Kentucky at the outset of 
the Bookmobile Project was 100 bookmobiles, for the extension of library 
services to each of the 120 counties in the state. There were then thirteen 
bookmobiles in operation, but at the conclusion of the drive, the hoped-for 
goal was reached. This notable achievement, sufficiently important to cause 
the Congress to ask Mr. Shacter, and Mrs. Bingham, who is Chairman of 
The Governor’s Advisory Commission to the Library Extension Division, to 
testify last May for the Library Services Bill. We are proud, indeed, that 
we have come so far, yet we must look to the future with clear-cut aims in 
mind before we shall know the best road to follow in planning for library 
service. 

Bookmobiles in themselves are only a tool: to achieve their maximum 
potential they need several ingredients, primary among them books and 
librarians. If one mixes well a good knowledge of history and the books 
which go with it, the human understanding of people and their problems, 
and the ability to get the books to the people, the successful result is the 
extension of the educational system. As such the state then has a far- 
reaching system which is for the betterment of society, not to mention the 
satisfaction of the individual. Books, newspapers, magazines and pamphlets 
ean unlock the doors which explain man and his position in the world to- 
day. But books and libraries are both necessary ingredients for this result. 

The standards which are chosen for the operation of any agency or in- 
stitution are the determinants for its success, since they specify its general 
policies and plans in understandable model figures. If we ask ourselves 
whether we want bookmobiles, meaning the best service available from li- 
brarians and books, or book trucks, meaning merely transportation for 
books, it becomes quite clear that we are interested in the best sort of ser- 
vice possible. Such standards as we desire may be found in publications of 
the American Library Association; their foundation piece is Post-war stand- 
ards which points to $1.50 per capita as necessary for the minimum in li- 
brary service, $2.25 per capita for good service, and $3.00 for superior ser- 
vice. The same document also states that $37,500.00 for each library unit is 
the smallest annual income which can produce an effective modern kind of 
service. We can compare these figures with present expenditures in Ken- 
tucky, and as KLA members, support changes which will produce better 
service. Gretchen Schenk’s County and regional library development, pub- 
lished in 1954, is new, and a fortunate guide for the type of work in which 
we are presently engaged. The continuing work of librarians, teachers, 
scholars, and educators in the issuance of selected buying lists for library 
materials, recommended reading for all types of people and their needs, 
added to the fiscal standards above, give us a yardstick for the measurement 
of our Kentucky public library service. 


The General Assembly in 1944 enacted legislation by which the Book- 
mobile Project has become integrated into the existing library pattern, 
since governmental units can thereby enter into contracts for service with 
the Library Extension Division or a nearby library. Provision is made as 
well for legislative bodies to undertake library establishment on their own 
initiative or upon petition and vote at elections, or a combination of the two 
where separate counties desire regional service. Whenever contracts are 
entered into, the Library Extension Division is responsible for approving 
that standard library service for the sum specified will be provided. KRS 
173.360 also gives the tax rate for governmental units; since the constitu- 
tional limit has been reached in all but five counties, we’ should ascertain 
whether the funds so provided can support service which meets ALA mini- 
mum standards, and if not, work for the necessary modifications to provide 
such service. In many cases this would mean an increase in assessments 
in the counties. 


The increase in the budget of the Library Extension Division is most 
heartening, from $9,510.00 in 1936/7 to $149,950.00 in 1955/6. But the in- 
crease in service required for this money is exceptional: supervision of 100 
bookmobiles requires much time and careful planning, especially when an 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Typical Experiences 
On the Bookmobile 


The bookmobile has been a strange 
sight indeed as it rolls along country 
roads which have not previously en- 
joyed this experience. Some folks 
must have thought it to be a strange 
sight indeed. However, after getting 
to Know the bookmobile, strangers 
have become the best of friends to 
our tiny library. 

One day in particular we were 
rolling along a country road that 
was no more than a river branch 
bed, well shaded by the willow trees 
growing alongside. Imagine our de- 
light when a sandpiper lighted in 
the middle of the road in front of 
the bookmobile. What a thrill to 
experience such a sight! Sand- 
pipers were foreign to our experi- 
ences. 

On the bookmobile is a_ book, 
Mary Ellen. This book seemed very 
ordinary to the bookmobile libra- 
rian, whose name is Mary Ellen. But 
imagine the delight and surprise of 
the librarian to see that the chil- 
dren were all pouncing on this par- 
ticular book. This same enthusiasm 
was repeated over and over at other 
schools. It is obvious that the chil- 
dren greatly appreciate the book- 
mobile service. 

Another good evidence of the 
value of the service of the bookmo- 
bile arose from an achievement test 
being given in the fifth grade. The 
little girl who made the highest 
score in reading explained that she 
had read and reported on more than 
one-hundred and fifty books from 
the bookmobile. 

Not only does the bookmobile 
carry excitement in reading mate- 
rial but there are also other very 
real adventures. For example, while 
going through a creek bed road, our 
brakes got wet without our realizing 
that fact. After starting down the 
grade the brakes were applied, but 
only by the grace of God and an ap- 
proaching hill were we spared, since 
the brakes were apparently gone. 

On another day the bookmobile li- 
brarian was visiting one of the 
schools in her own car. As she drove 
up to the school, without any warn- 
ing, her car started to go over the 
bank, aithough she was steering in 
the opposite direction! Fortunately 
she had good brakes which she was 
quick to apply. Though weak-kneed, 
she got out of her car and walked 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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EDITORIAL 
(Continued from Page 7) 


extended program is required within a short time, such as other states have 
been able to build up only after many years. Tennessee, with a budget of 
$197,047.00 for 1954, still has only fourteen bookmobiles. The funds for the 
Library Extension Division must be continued to make possible not only 
expansion but also maintenance of the present program. In addition to, and 
closely related to the question of finances, are the problems of trained per- 
sonnel, physical up-keep of the bookmobiles, and replenishment of the book 
stocks, which in most places have not yet reached more than 2,000 per book- 
mobile. As members of a professional organization, we must work to assure 
that the present thin coverage develops into a service which justifies its ex- 
istence, probably of the regional or multi-county type which does not depend 
on individual units completely, but uses them as outlets in the system. In- 
dividual counties have not sufficient funds to support services properly; by 
recognizing that they cannot operate independently, but must be integrated 
into a larger plan, we can promote, rather than retard, the type which we 
would choose for our standard. 

Throughout the state this summer there were workshops and summer 
courses conducted for both school and bookmobile librarians, concentrated 
efforts on the part of library science teachers and of the people who work 
directly with the public and the books to attain for themselves and their 
counties the training they need. Continuation of this type of training will 
make it possible for personnel to better their service without extended time 
away from their duties or long-time increased expenses. Additional train- 
ing will be necessary, however, if the national standards for library educa- 
tion are the basis for state standards. As a stimulus to further training, a 
revision of certification regulations should be completed at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. We should then eventually have professionally qualified per- 
sonnel. Scholarships are only a beginning in financial assistance to those 
who would further their contributions to Kentucky librarianship. KLA 
members might well consider supporting a revolving fund as well as an in- 
creased scholarship program for this purpose. 

If the Congress passes the Library Service Bill, Kentucky will be able 
to move further and faster with library service. Without additional finan- 
cial help, we must look to our own resources, consolidating our efforts so 
that we obtain increased state funds. Organizing trustee groups, which 
hold the legal and responsible position of seeing that local units carry out 
standards in conjunction with the Library Extension Division’s require- 
ments, will also produce acceptable results. 

The reports in this issue of the KLA Bulletin are an attempt to bring 
first-hand material on bookmobiles to its membership. Remember that as 
members of KLA, your help will be effectual not only individually, but as 
a group; the association’s recommendations should be influential, as repre- 
sentative of a professional group. Your position in the future will be a de- 
termining factor in standards, and therefore in library service, so let your 
legislators know what you think, and work hard for its achievement. With 
continued support by all groups, the Library Extension Division may again 
be recognized, if not as recipient of a “Letter” award from ALA as in July 
at Philadelphia then for a part in the ALA Library-Community Project for 
a long term adult education program. Let’s keep improving library service 
in Kentucky. 

Martha Jane Livesay 


Editor 
We stern bookmobile. 
‘ When visiting counties in Western 
Supervisor Kentucky, I try to see what has 


been done, what is being done, and 
what needs to be done to aid the 
bookmobile librarian and the local 
librarian in giving the public better 
library service. Right now we are 
chiefly concerned with the keeping 


The job of State Supervisor re- 
quires both a trained librarian and 
a diplomat. One must be able to ad- 
vise untrained people in setting up 
small libraries, securing funds for 
its operation, advertising the library of records such as book circulation 
and the bookmobile, and taking care — pookmobile mileage, and the ane 
of the many details involved in the ;ower’s register. I am checking the 


smooth running of a library and (Continued on Page 10) 
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Thoughts of a 
Bookmobile Librarian 


My experiences as bookmobile li- 
brarian in Trigg County have surely 
been varied and interesting! In a 
very remote section of our county, 
the Kentucky Wildlife Refuge, I 
have one of my biggest stops. Con- 
sidering that this section is so lo- 
cated that it is at the mercy of the 
whims of the Cumberland River, 
there are times when the water 
rises to such a degree that the sec- 
tion is completely inaccessible. I 
was scheduled to make a run to the 
Wildlife Refuge late in March when 
the water rose to that extent. Nat- 
urally, I didn’t get there. When the 
next two weeks rolled around, the 
people turned out in droves with 
their children. Before the advent of 
the bookmobile, some of my readers 
there told me that on long winter 
nights they had to drive twenty or 
thirty miles to get reading material 


to help pass those long nights. The, 


magazines and books they owned 
had made the rounds of the neigh- 
borhood. Now these books are be- 
ing contributed to our library in 
Cadiz. I do not feel I am exaggerat- 
ing when I say these people await 
Bookmobile Day with enthusiasm. 
Most of them are well educated. 
Some of the mothers have been 
school teachers and know the books 
on the bookmobile; so they can 
choose for themselves what will be 
of the greatest interest to them and 
their children. One of the mothers 
told me that her little girls (she has 
three) had never shown much in- 
terest in books until the bookmobile 
started coming. She gets each child 
two books for the two-week period, 
and the children guard their books 
jealously, sleeping at night with 
their books under their pillows. I 
have heard of sleeping with dolls, 
cuddly toys and baby pillows, but 
books? No! It is a pleasure to work 
with people like this. I feel that 
what I am doing is worth while. 
Now the school is soon to close’ for 
the summer months, I am in the 
process of collecting all the books on 
loan to schools. New schedules and 
routes are being planned for service 
this summer, and all of the teachers 
and school children will be notified 
when and where to meet the book- 
mobile. Most of them want books. 
Another experience that gives me 
great pride goes like this: Back in 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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Thoughts Of A 
(Continued from Page 8) 

November when I first started, I had 
a board meeting on the afternoon I 
was to make a particular run. It 
was the last of the six routes that 
would make my first complete tour 
of the county. For the first round I 
was very well pleased with the re- 
sponse. My first stop was to our 
largest colored school, and the teach- 
ers were making a field day of the 
bookmobile. They were all disap- 
pointed that they could not get books 
enough for every child. So the day 
started out well. 

When I got to the next stop, no 
one was there, although all the 
schedules had been published sev- 
eral times and announced on the 
radio the morning of each scheduled 
run, and the Homemakers and other 
groups had been duly advised of my 
coming. After awaiting the allotted 
time, I went to the nearest home to 
talk to a lady, trying to see what 
was wrong. She checked out a book, 
and said she would talk to her neigh- 
bors and try to have a crowd the 
next time I came. I had seven more 
stops that day, and aside from that 
one book and those loaned to schools, 
that was all I did. 

I ran into seven hog-killings that 
day, and to explain hog-killing day 


in the country, you would have to 
know that all the neighbors in the 
community get together and help, 
and then the same courtesy is ex- 
tended to each friend in return! I 
talked until I was blue. No books 
were loaned, and I didn’t even get 
any bones out of the deal! I came 
home to the board meeting with my 
chin dragging. I looked to the board 
members for consolation, but their 
chins were dragging too, as they 
were looking to me for reassurance. 
Recently I ran this same route when 
schools were closed for spring va- 
cation, and issued more books to 
children and adults than I do when 
the schools are in session. It just 
shows how people differ — with the 
season. 

I’ve had people tell me that they 
have read more since the bookmo- 
bile started running than they had 
ever read before. A woman in 
charge of her church youth group 
borrowed the Fun _ Encyclopedia, 
Plays for Red Letter Days, and 
Heart Throbs, and worked with her 
group on a program that had re- 
peat performances in several of the 
churches in the county. She told me 
she was happy about this material 
being available to her, since here- 
tofore she had ordered what she 
needed from a publishing house, at 
considerable expense. Many of my 
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stops are at churches. On the first 
go-round, I left a list of books at 
each church, together with the nec- 
essary information about schedules. 
Of course, on the first Sunday after 
my visit, each congregation dis- 
cussed the bookmobile. I heard that 
one preacher was very doubtful of 
the good a bookmobile would do, 
since he feared that most of the 
books would be trashy novels. The 
church program, made up of ma- 
terial obtained from the bookmo- 
bile, and greater familiarity with 
our stock of books, have done much 
to allay such fears. 


Each age has recorded its own con- 
cept of the purpose for mankind. It 
would seem to me that the chal- 
lenge of this age is greater than that 
of any prior to it. When it would 
cost such a small fraction of our 
national arms budget to support 
education well, I fail to understand 
how a country as rich as ours can 
continue to ignore the needs we see 
every day. Let us hope that we, li- 
brarians and teachers, will be given 
the funds with which to pass along 
the words which show man’s best 
uses, his highest calling, so that 
challenge of this time can be met. 


Mrs. Charline J. Rawls, Librarian 
Trigg County Library 
Cadiz, Kentucky 
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Western Supervisor 

(Continued from Page 10) 
for our money in ordering books 
and supplies? There are many other 
questions asked, and, I hope; an- 
swered during the visits. 


Twenty-eight of the counties for 
which I am responsible have the 
walk-in type of bookmobile. They 
are: Allen, Barren, Breckinridge, 
Butler, Caldwell, Calloway, Chris- 
tian, Clinton, Cumberland, Daviess, 
Edmonson, Green, Hancock, Hart, 
Henderson, Logan and Todd (one 
unit), Lyon, McLean, Marshall, Met- 
calfe, Monroe, Mulhenberg, Simp- 
son, Trigg, Ohio, Warren, and Web- 
ster. 


Many of the bookmobiles in West- 
ern Kentucky are financed through 
the combined contributions of coun- 
ty education, fiscal courts, and civic 
and fraternal organizations. In order 
to operate on a sound financial basis, 
libraries and bookmobiles should be 
supported mostly by tax money. 
Barren County and the city of Glas- 
gow are excellent examples of a 
library and a bookmobile with a 
sound financial set-up. On the 
whole, the fiscal courts and boards 
of education are very co-operative. 
I believe that once the public real- 
izes what a bookmobile and a good 
county library can mean to them, 
they will support it. 


County libraries are being estab- 
lished in Western Kentucky as ¢ di- 
rect result of the Bookmobile Proj- 
ect. Trigg, Monroe, Marshall, Web- 
ster and Hancock counties are ex- 
amples. Teachers tell me that the 
bookmobile has improved their 
pupils’ reading abilities. The chil- 
dren await eagerly the bookmobile’s 
arrival. One teacher in a one-room 
school told me she had to declare a 
holiday on the bookmobile’s first 
visit. The children could not put 
the new books down. The older 
folks really appreciate the book- 
mobile service. When I have been 
riding with bookmobile drivers many 
such folks have met the bookmobile 
and have told me how much pleasure 
and enjoyment they get from read- 
ing since the books have becom2 
available. This warm response is 
especially evident in remote areas. 

I wish to take this means of thank- 
ing everyone who had a part in se- 
curing books and bookmobiles for 
the State of Kentucky. Thanks! 

Roy Mayes, 
State Supervisor. 
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KLA BOARD MEETING 


(Continued from Page 6) 
fall meeting in Cincinnati. Mr. 
Ralph Shoemaker made a motion to 
this effect and it was seconded and 
passed with a unanimous vote. 


The Membership Chairman, Mr. 
Ralph Shoemaker, reported a total 
of 268 paid members. As the result 
of requests made by various ones 
present for a current list of member- 
ships, the Chairman of the Bulletin 
was requested by the President to 
mail to all Board members, Section 
Chairmen, etc., copies of her current 
list of paid members as submitted to 
her by the Membership Chairman. 
Mrs. Veath suggested some revision 
of the membership card. She and 
Mr. Shoemaker agreed to make the 
changes. Martha Jane Livesay vol- 
unteered to have the membership 
lists mimeographed. 

Future Board Meetings 


The suggestion was made that the 
proposed September 24th meeting of 
the Board be regarded a tentative 
one to be called by the President 
only if such a meeting appears nec- 
essary at that time. The proposed 
meeting for Thursday, November 3, 
10-12 a.m. in Cincinnati will be held 
as proposed. 


Old Business 


Correspondence: As the result of 
letter read by the President, Dr. 
Thompson made a motion that 
$25.00 be given to the Children’s Li- 
brary Association for a scholarship 
honoring Dr. Frederick Melcher. 
The motion was seconded and pass- 
ed unanimously. 


The President reported that she 
had had no reply from her letter re- 
questing that the librarians be rep- 
resented at the Kentucky session of 
preplanning for the White House 
Conference. Members of the Board 
urged Miss Williams to write Dr. 
Philip Davidson, Chairman of the 
Kentucky session, assuring her that 
he would give a favorable reply. It 
was suggested that Mr. Alan 
Schneider be asked to work with 
this Conference since it is primarily 
a citizens conference. 

The President reported that the 
Legislative Research Commission of 
the Kentucky State Legislative had 
replied to her inquiry concerning a 
study of Kentucky Library needs 
that such a study could not be made 
unless instructed to do so by the 
General Assembly. Dr. L. S. Thomp- 
son made a motion that the Chair- 


man of the KLA Legislative Com- 
mittee request the General Assem- 
bly to authorize the Legislative Re- 
search Commission to make a study 
of Kentucky library needs. The mo- 
tion was seconded and passed unan- 
imously. 


The President of the School Li- 
brary Association, Miss Ruby Trow- 
er requested that the school repre- 
sentative on the board automatical- 
ly be the chairman of the KSLA. 
She was informed by the President 
that such action was not possible, 
according to the present by-laws. 
However, it was agreed by several 
present that there should be a re- 
vision of the by-laws at this point 
end a motion was made by Dr. L. 
S. Thompson that the President ap- 
point a Constitution Revision Com- 
mittee to examine all aspects of the 
Constitution. The motion was duly 
seconded and received a unanimous 
vote, in favor thereof. The President 
accordingly appointed Miss Ruby 
Trower, Miss Virginia Hayes and Dr. 
Thompson agreed to find someone 
on his library staff as a third mem- 
ker of the Committee. 

Dr. L. S. Thompson reported that 
the Kentucky Literary Map is ready 
for printing and made a motion that 
$300.00 be advanced for the printing 
of the map with the expectation 
that money will be made on this 
project. The motion was seconded 
and carried by unanimous vote. 
Planning Committee — No Report 

The President called attention to 
the report of Redesignation of KLA 
as a member of ALA. 229 cards were 
sent out. 129 replies by April 8th. 
124 voted yes for redesignation with 
ALA. 2 voted against. 119 voted yes 
for redesignation with South-East- 
ern. 2 voted against. 

Discussion of the Tri-State Pro- 
gram resulted in no suggestions for 
change even though such problems 
may arise as to when individual 
state groups may find time for their 
own business sessions with such a 
full program. 


New Business: 


Chairman of the Bulletin, Miss 
Martha Jane Livesay, asked for in- 
struction as to disposition of state 
bulletins received in exchange. Aft- 
er discussion, it was decided that 
such exchange copies should be sent 
to the Kentucky Library Extension 
Division, Frankfort, for proper fil- 
ing and reference use. 

Miss Margaret Willis called atten- 


tion to the Federal Library Bill now 
before Congress, reminding those 
present that hearings come up in 
the House during the first week of 
May. Passage is assured by Senate 
but it is very necessary for all inter- 
ested persons to write Congressmen 
encouraging passage by the House. 
The meeting was adjourned. 
Mary C. Watson 
Acting Secretary 





A Spring Day on the 
Wolfe County Bookmobile 


My work day begins at 8 a.m. Our 
bookmobile is a new one, and a 
good one, but I always make certain 
to check the oil, water, and tires be- 
fore each trip. After starting the 
engine, I check the various gauges. 
These precautions may seem a bit 
unnecessary, but I have a full day 
with a busy schedule ahead of me. 

The trip for today will be in the 
Red River Gorge and Stillwater 
Creek areas. 
Academy and pick up Miss Hood, 
who accompanies me each Monday. 
She has been teaching children 
many years, and is loved by many 
at the rural schools along the river 
valley. She teaches the youngsters 
and tells a story at each school. 

After our first stop we turn 
abruptly from the main = gravel 
road. Our route takes us along the 
edge of the high river cliffs. At one 
point we can see a swinging walk 
bridge and a little further on an- 
other one. The narow road winds 
through some good stands of young 
oak timber. The dogwood dots the 
hills everywhere and against th? 
dark green background of the hem- 
lock and pine their beautiful petals 
look dazzlingly white. The road 
ducks down into a small-fast-run- 
ning branch, but we ford it with 
little trouble, as the bottom is rocky 
and firm. 

Then begins a long descent into 
the Red River Gorge where we 
rumble across the woden flooring of 
Spradling Bridge. The road then 
meanders along the scenic Stillwater 
Creek and then crosses it. 


We pass friendly people who 
wave. People are cultivating the 
land on the steep slopes, getting 


their crops started. Women peer out 
from under the old-fashioned sun- 
bonnets. Leaning on a hoe handle 
they pause and watch us go by. 
We continue, stopping from school 
(Continued on Page 13) 
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A Spring Day 

(Continued from Page 12) 
to school. There is always a buzz of 
excitement when we enter a school. 
The teacher has the students move 
to one side of the room where they 
then sit, two or three to a desk. 
Then when things become quiet, 
Miss Hood tells them a story. We 
gather up our library books, and the 
students stream out to the book- 
mobile to select more books. 

Some of the boys wear denim 
clothes and, due to the warm 
weather, are going bare-foot. Some 
of the girls have their hair in pig- 
tails. They wear plain cotton dresses 
or denim jeans. Some are bare- 
foot also. 

Finally the last stop of the trip is 
completed and we begin the long 
trip home. Looking out over the 
the scenic beauty I always marvel at 
the ruggedness of these hills and 
cliffs. I also marvel at the rugged- 
ness of the thrifty people who make 
a comfortable living from this land 
—people who for generations have 
stayed in these hills because of their 
love for them. 

My thoughts turn away from these 
things, for we are nearing Hazel 
Green. After a brief visit to the 
library our day’s route on the book- 
nobile is complete. 

James Stewart, 
Bookmobile Librarian, 
Wolfe County. 


Mrs. Judy Writes 
From Harrison County 


It is gratifying to note the new in- 
terest that has been created in read- 
ing since the addition of the book- 
mobile service in Harrison County. 

As Beaconsfield once said, 
“Knowledge must be gained by our- 
selves. Mankind may supply us with 
facts, but the results, even if they 
agree with previous ones, must be 
the work of our own minds.” This 
knowledge can be gained through 
reading and study. 

Just to see the smiling faces of the 
children, as they surround the book- 
mobile upon its arrival at their 
schools, give great satisfaction to 
the librarian. It is interesting to 
note that the best-loved books of 
most of the elementary children are 
biographies. 

Recently I overheard a fifth grade 
koy remark, as his teacher left the 
bookmobile, “They’re all right, but 
you just didn’t get enough of the 
blue books.” (biographies). The 
lives of great men and women can 
make an imprint upon the minds of 
our youth, inspiring them to be 
greater citizens tomorrow. 

By making gocd books available, 
we are helping to eliminate the 
reading of undesirable ones. Too 
much stress cannot be placed upon 
the importance of training a child 
to recognize and appreciate good 
reading material, for “as a twig is 
bent, the tree will grow” is applica- 
ble to reading as well as to other 
things. 

Adult 


citizens throughout the 


county are becoming more interest- 
ed in the project as time goes by. 
Many people who find it inconven- 
ient to use the city library are en- 
joying the new reading material 
that is being brought into their own 
communities. 

The circulation in Harrison Coun- 
ty since the bookmobile started in 
November has averaged between 
six and seven thousand readers per 
month. These figures alone prove 
that there was and is a need for this 
library service. 

The value of books has been well- 
expressed in these few lines by Dr. 
Dodds: 

Books, dear books 

Have been, and are my comforts, 
morn and night; 

Adversity, prosperity at home, 

Abroad, health, sickness — good or 

ill report, 

The same firm friends: the same re- 
freshment rich, 
And source of consolation. 
Mrs. C. E. Judy 
Harrison County Librarian 





Typical Experiences 
(Continued from Page 7) 

into the school room. As soon a3 
she entered, one of the sixth grade 
boys asked if he might see what was 
wrong, so as to mend it. He was 
given permission; the damage wa3 
repaired. But imagine the libra- 
rian’s surprise when the teacher 
pulled out of the boy’s desk a li- 
brary book, none other than Mo- 
torist’s Fix It Yourself! 

Mary Ellen Henson 

Elliott County 














BOOKS — 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 


are your guarantee of 


LOWER COST PER READER 
All popular, distinguished JUVENILE TITLES* 


for 1954 or any other year are listed in 


OUR 1955 GENERAL CATALOGUE 


Send for Yours Today 


*Approximately 80% in stock for IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


New Method Book Bindery, Inc. 


JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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Your Library Plan needs 


RULING PEN....MORTAR.....AND TLL 


Wilmette Public Library, Wilmette, Illinois 


| TAKES ruling pen and mortar to design and 

build a library. But, to make it live as an 
exciting land of reading adventure the plan must 
be generously sprinkled with TLC. 


This Wilmette Public Library children’s room, as well as the adult areas, received just such 
devoted personal care from Remington Rand’s Library Bureau, in cooperation with the librar- 
ian and architect. Details were planned to encourage greater adventures in the world of 
books. Miss Helen Siniff, librarian, says with pride, “Our library is attractive and inviting. I 
think this accounts in large measure for our high circulation.” 


"ky SOL LTAspNoy 
*adeq Zo te139 


"Qy'l *Gnd setg eT TTAsyNoy 


Quality LB products, 75 years of unmatched experience in library planning, and the personal 
service of an LB specialist are available to you. 


FREE handbook “Planning The Public Library,” LB643 Rev. 1, has ideas you can 
use. If you earnestly plan a living library in your community, write us now. 


*The physician’s age-old child care prescription—Tender Loving Care. 


1706 Bardstown Road; 
Louisville 5, Kentucky 
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